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Introduction 

This report summarizes the litter prevention and recycling program expenses and activities conducted in 

fiscal year (FY) 2019 by the local government recipients of the annual litter and recycling grants. 

The Commonwealth of Virginia collects three ñlitterò taxes to support litter prevention and recycling 

program activities in Virginia. The three taxes are comprised of a beer and wine coolers tax, a soft drink 

tax, and a retail establishment fixed fee of $10 or $25. Collectively referred to as the ñlitter taxes,ò the 

revenues collected are deposited into the Litter Control and Recycling Fund (fund). Since 1981, over 

$65 million has been paid into the fund to support litter control and recycling programs. The annual uses 

of these funds as specified by legislation are: 

Á 95 percent ï Non-competitive and competitive grants to localities (local government grants) 

Á 5 percent - Grant administrative costs - Department of Environmental Quality (DEQ) 

The guidelines for these grants are overseen by the Litter Control and Recycling Fund Advisory Board 

(Board) and DEQ provides program and financial administration of the annual grants. The Board meets 

annually to track the status of the fund and the progress of the annual grant program. The Board is 

appointed by the Governor and consists of five members as follows:  

Á Three members shall represent persons paying the taxes that are deposited into the fund 

and shall include one member appointed from nominations submitted by recognized 

industry associations representing retailers; one member appointed from nominations 

submitted by recognized industry associations representing soft drink distributors; and one 

member appointed from nominations submitted by recognized industry associations 

representing beer distributors. 

Á One member shall be a local litter or recycling coordinator.  

Á One member shall be from the general public.  

At the conclusion of each grant year, the local government grant recipients must submit performance 

and accounting reports to DEQ on the activities and expenses for which the grant funds were used. The 

data contained in this report was compiled from the information submitted by the grant recipients and 

certified by one of their authorized agents. 
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The local litter prevention and recycling 

programs may be managed or operated 

by a single locality (city, county, or 

town), or by a group of localities 

(referred to as a "cooperative program").  

Single local government applications: 

140 

Co-op applications: 50 

Total grants disbursed: 190 

Total localities served: 309 

Funding for Fiscal Year 2019 

In FY2019, $1,907,251 was disbursed from the litter fund to 

309 of 324 localities. Non-competitive litter grants are 

calculated by population and road miles and do not take into 

consideration how much money the local government receives 

from other sources in support of its programs. The number of 

local governments applying for the grants varies from year-to-

year. 

Many localities use other sources of funds to augment their 

grant award. Programs reported over $10 million in cash from 

local funds, private sources, and other revenues. 

In addition to cash, a number of localities rely upon in-kind 

services to carry out their program activities. Local programs 

valued their in-kind donations at $5,734,191. 

In FY2019, local governments matched the $1,907,251 

awarded in grant funds with $20,931,037 from other sources of 

money and in-kind services. This represented a funding match of 1,097%. 
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Performance Details for Fiscal Year 2019 

STAFFING AND VOLUNTEER SUPPORT LEVEL 

Most programs have at least one full-time or part-time employee who is typically assisted by volunteers. 

Volunteers play a critical role in each program's success. At a standard rate of $24.49 per hour, the 

value of the service provided by volunteers during FY2019 was $ 5,601,714. 

CLEANUPS 

Each year, local programs sponsor a variety of cleanup programs where volunteers donate their time to 

clean up areas where litter is present or where illegal dumping of solid waste has occurred. A total of 

5,395 cleanup events, utilizing a total of 43,391 volunteers, cleaned 34,085 cubic yards of litter in 

FY2019. 

 

 

Town of Bluefield Cleanup Event on June 2019 
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YOUTH EDUCATION 

The majority of local programs included a youth education component. These activities included 

presentations and workshops in schools, involvement in "ecology clubs" and other educational events 

such as Earth Day celebrations. Last year, the local government grant recipients reported that 1,221 

presentations, workshops, or other educational events for young people were conducted. The total 

number of youth attending these activities was reported as 63,687. The total number of ecology clubs 

reported for FY2019 is 85 with 1,656 members. 

 

 

Town of Vienna takes on the #trashtag Spring 2019 Challenge 
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PUBLIC EDUCATION (NOT REPORTED AS YOUTH EDUCATION) 

Community outreach is a major component of many of the local litter and recycling programs. 

Community outreach activities may include booths, presentations, and unstaffed displays, such as 

bulletin boards and posters. Litter and recycling program managers reported that they conducted 678 

workshops with an estimated 33,174 people in attendance. There were 442 staffed displays or events 

that were viewed by approximately 761,725 people. Program managers reported that in FY2019 there 

were 496 unstaffed displays in Virginia. 

     
        Southampton County Litter Control Booth at          Warren Countyôs Floodplain Demo at the 2019 

                    the County Fair in August 2019                                     Earth Day Celebration 

 

ASSIGN-A-HIGHWAY PROGRAM 

The Assign-A-Highway program continues as a litter prevention/cleanup initiative in the Commonwealth. 

Under this program, area judges offer probationers the opportunity to work with the localityôs litter 

program to clean up assigned sections of roads and highways during their probationary period. For 

FY2019, grantees reported 50,746 cubic yards of litter were collected by 7,654 probationers along 

15,171 miles of roads. 

  












